Playbook o 2




“Arsenic and Old Lace”
Author: Joseph Kesselring

Notes

The play is fairly simple to light. It is a one set show. The entire play takes place inside the
house. The exterior will need to be lit (or not lit) as a daytime scene, nighttime scene, and an
early morning scene. The director may make the decision to not reflect the time of day on the
exterior of the set. They may use the view through the window to indicate the time of day. If
s0, the exterior notes could apply to a window backing.

Setting

Lighting
Indicators

Color
Suggestions

Pattern
Suggestions

The living room of the Brewster house in Brooklyn, NY.

The time is the present (which was 1941 when it was premiered).
Time is an afternoon in September.

AP4680 1 Blue Moon - Blue light of sky on house

Interior of house
AP7050 ] Fatherless Amber or
AP6600 1 Harvest Gold - Warm area lighting

AP4450 [ Heavenly Blue or
AP3200 1 Submissive Lavender - Cool area lighting

Basement doorway interior lighting: no color for separation.

Exterior (through windows and doors if there is not a drop)

AP6600 1 Harvest Gold
Trees Natural Clouds Full Side Note:
3531 1102 Exterior
(through
window
and door).

(or) (or)
Foliage Natural Clouds Puffy

1045 1103

23

n Setting

Same as Act 1

Lighting
Indicators

Color
Suggestions

Pattern
Suggestions

Act 3/Scene 1

Evening of the same day.

Interior of house
AP7050 ] Fatherless Amber or
AP6600 1 Harvest Gold - Warm area lighting

Exterior of house (through window and door)
AP4800 1 Ice Blue - Moonlight
AP4300 [ London Blue - No moon

Clouds Night Sky (or) Moon One Quarter Side Note:
1106 4080 Exterior
(through
window

and door).

Setting

Lighting
Indicators

Color
Suggestions

Pattern
Suggestions

Act 3/Scene 2

Same as Act 1
Later that same night.

Interior of house
AP7050 ] Fatherless Amber or
AP6600 1 Harvest Gold - Warm area lighting

Exterior of house (through window and door)
AP4800 1 Ice Blue - Moonlight
AP4300 [ London Blue - No moon

Same as Act 2

Setting

Lighting
Indicators

Color
Suggestions

Pattern
Suggestions

Notes

Same as Act 1
Early the next morning.

Interior of house
AP7050 ] Fatherless Amber or

AP6600 1 Harvest Gold - Warm area lighting (daylight is streaming through the

windows)

Exterior of house (through window and door)
AP4800 1 Ice Blue - Moonlight
AP4300 [ London Blue - No moon

Same as Act 2



